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By ajcdmh & HuaiN’utJt J* 

Dear BUI 

No am* i an quotum the power of televi- 
sion io inform, to educate to persuade - 
end io mislead. As in historian. I have 
therefore watched me rfrnt 'lutpountig of 
quaxjhialoncaJ r^safi on the tiny screen 
with mi.ie'1 feelings Ljitje ;s more effec- 
tive than a responsible Vievlaton rend. Hon 
of history; tittle more mtscnievou* man an 
Irresponsible rendition. 

One must distinguish. I suppose, be- 
tween dramatizations and documentaries 
When actors impersonate historical fig. 
ores, the viewers know ■! trust) that they 
are not really seem* Truman fire MacAr 
•hur out some re-enacted vrrr-iun thereof 
Ttus j not history but historical fiction 
Yet even a television drama, Uke a good 
historic*! novel, night to pay a decent re- 
spect to the facta If it is true, for example, 
that the xcene m a rerent show depicting 
Joe McCarthy in hi* hospital ward raving 
Uke a lunatic was made up that is surely 
Inexcusable 

Documentaries raise marper issues of 
responsibility They show ua real people in 
newsr.ii p or mtrrsnew und purport to tel) us 
what actually happened. A documentary 
represents itself not as fiction but as His- 
tory It demands to be judged therefore at 
the ’.east by the standards of good popular 
history 

Your show on June 10, ' The CIA’s Se- 
cret Army, was a tugniy effective piece of 
television Haynes Jonrson of The Wash- 
ington Post called it the moat twwerfui. 
dxsutrbmg tel* vision news special l*ve ever 
seen It left powerful and •Usiurbuig im- 
pressions in Lhe minds of the audience 
The broadcast was notable, said The Va 
Qon • admiringly i, for the strong conclu- 
sions It forced upon the viewer " Among 
the conclusions forced on The Nation were 
that John Kennedy waa ‘determined to 
bring iCastnil »1>wn oy whatever dreadful 
means Including rhe use of gammers and 
every refinement if the assassin s art' and 
that the missile crisis was the result of 
Kennedy s own bungled attempts la 
euminate Ftilel Castro. ' 

Such ailegediy nord nr ailed nrwvpeuer- 
men as Jimmy bresiln * ' this story about 
Kennedy trying to Cave Castro assassi- 
nated 


to m -rd* r Castm well before Kennedy took 
office that it hired the Mafia for this pur 
puie in the Elsenhower administration But 
you do not say. u a f.nr nwwlec historian 
would, 'n.»i not •» scintilla of hard evidence 
bus ever emerged to shuw that Kennedy, 
or Eisenhower for that matter, authorized. 
or even knew about, the CIA murder plots. 

You try to deal with this problem by 
putting Richard Btssell of the CIA before 
the camera to talk about a presumed preai- 
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Little ts more effective 
than a responsible television 
rendition of history; little 
more mischievous than an 
irresponsible rendition. 

dentiru wish that such aonorrent operations 
be deniable But why did you not aisu inter- 
view for example, Thomas Parrott, the 
CIA officer wno served as secretary of the 
Special Group’ Mr Parrott told the 
Church Committee that Allen Dulles's 
practice os h»*sti of CIA wax to insist on 
specific orders rather than “tacit ap- 
proval '* Mr Ptirrott said he found Mr 
Bisxella theory of the circumloruttous ap- 
proach hard to believe ” Mr Uls.nHI him- 
self characterized ms own ih-rury wnen he 
testified before the Church Committee os 
no mere than • my guess ‘ This la pretty 
casual evidence on which fo make the moat. 
dam mog innuendo about ^Presidents 

You say, correctly, that the CIA briefed 
Robert Kennedy about the Mafia plot In 
15*12 You do not say that tne re.is«»n tfiey 
briefed him was, not to rejoice with r.lm In 
their exploit*. but to «et him to coll off the 
pr'UMHtaUnn of Robert Maheu a ClA uw 
ciate m a »Tretapp:r.g case Kennedy, you 
say, may nave thought the plot had been 
discontinued. Still his response was in- 
structive ” W»iv have thought' The man 
who did the briefing tesuflcd unequivocally 


that ne tot «l Kennedy the activity had 
and Miles McMlttln a shocking ^JJSCfi terminated AS for Kenneuy a re- 
am! almost unbelievable story of the assos ike hr-.e r# 


smadon consp'racy on the part of the Ken- 
nedy* i came aw& r with the tame lmprea- 
ttona None M Liese commentators ap- 
peared uj knew any more about these inci- 
dents ihan you care to teil tr.em in your 
show Hkyrnes Jonnaon wno once wrote an 
excellent nook on the Bay of Ptgs did 
know more and criticised your an uw as 
sirguloriy one-dimer.*! cnoi" and is ‘bad 
history Most of yo- * viewers, though, 
shared the ignorance if Meson Bnrslin 
and MrM .un nut fn* knowledge of Mr 
Johnson They relied on you for a balanced 
presentation of facts 

A Friend of th«* Kennedy* 

I write this with some reluctance be- 
cause I am sufficiently known as a friend 
of the Kenned vs and run the rise of having 
anything I say discounted for that reason 1 
might perhaps add that 1 regard 'he secret 
war agamsl Cuba as a blot or. the Kennedy 
adnunutradon and eminently worth expo- 
sure and condemnation But the available 
facts refute your portrait of the Kennedy* 
•a In Haynes J uvison j words, 'the vil- 
lains of 'die piece the agents of deceit'' 
and of course the Instigators of assasnina- 
lion 

Take, far example, the assassination 
question You concede that the CIA set nut 


spouse Lhe briefer said. "If you have seen 
Mr Kennedy's eyes get sleety and fits Jaw 
set and fUS voice get iow and precise, you 
get a definite feeling of unhappiness. ‘ 

Your program Implies that the cele- 
brated 1 1 {aeration Mongoose had as one of 
Its objectives the assosamauon of Castro 
In f art. . t r,ii u ail in Uie ‘Jhurch Commit- 
tee report) its objectives were Intelligence 
and sabotage, never the assassinntlan of 
■Tiistrc- You say that Mongrxise limed for 
the overthrow of C;unro by ->:tnber ive2 " 
lr» fact that target date *as no more uion 
a proposal It was never approved as a 
Mnngcnse objective You Lnlr*xlu <■ bale* 
fully a reference uj sensitive work" in a 
IW2 memorandum by Oenerai Larwiole. 
the man in nominal marge of Mongoose, 
without quoting General Lansdoie s state- 
ment to the Church Committee that this 
pnrsse illd not refer to assassination and 
mat he never took up assassination with 
either the Attorney General or the Presi- 
dent " 

You imply Uiat the assassination at- 
tempts' all *’ame :a an er.d with Kerxedy s 
deith; there were, you lay. no new assas- 
nnaUon blots " Y*t having read the 
Church Commute* report you must be 
well aware that the 'JlA *ept irylng to kill 
Ckftr:. ttU tr.e Dimmer of iseJ Uyntlon 


Jt'iir.suti .ipparrnUy knew as little what tne 
<TA wan up *.c o r.l* preriecesour han 
xnuwr 

spurt from f nr'j jtidgment of tne 
1 ** the Kennedy*. th**re are 
V strong rircurr.sLirtlaJ re-uuns to ).uncluiie 
I that they knew nnuhing about ClA s c'jnUn- 
isng js.Has>inaiion activity John McCone. 

• the ClA director, dul r.oc know atviut U Hu 
| subordinates delibertiteiy kept him in the 
dark tYuuid these subordinates have toid 
Lhe Kennedy*- and then told them not to 
tell Mr McCone, their .ntimate friend’ 
There Ls the problem too of the Bay of 
Pigs prisoners, whom the Kennedy* were 
determined to bring out of Cuba Nothtnr 
would nave doumad these pnsoners more 
surely tr.xn on assassination attempt un 
Castro And there ^ the fact, which you In- 
expUcaoly omit, that the Kennedy* In the 
autumn of !9oJ were actually exploring the 
normalization of American relations with 
Castro at the same time that the ClA was 
suit tr/ing to kill him You could have put 
our friend William Attwoud of Newsday on 
lhe screen to tell that story As an Ameri- 
can ambassador at the UN. he was the offt- 
^f-ciai conducting Lhe explorations. 

Cantro Si Khrushchov Argued 

Your r.istor/ is slipshod and polemical. 
Do you really be I lev*, as you ie*med to 
sav that if Kenne*iy had no! cancelled an 
air atrke. the Bay of Pig* arould have suc- 
ceeded’ That l.SnO men on til* beschneod 
woidd nave defeated Castro a 20O.UJ0 men * 
A* for the Idea thal the secret war --aused 
the nusa..e crULS, you surely know that, 
though ChxL-o wonted Saviel arms he did 
run ward nuclear missiles Khruxhchev 
wanted th^m in Cuba for his nwn rea<ums. 

When Cxatro and I talked ab*>ut the prob- 

1 !em," Khrushchev said in his memoirs, 
vc argued and onrued. Our argument 
was very heated. But m the end. Fidel 
agreed with me The nuclear missiles 
were installed — and the rruvitle crisis re- 
sulted —because Khrushchev wtaned to al- 
ter tne world'* balance of power, not be- 
cause Castro weaned protection against 
Kennedy 

The tmpUc>t message A you r program 
is really the exculpation of the CIA You 
present an obedient, compliant agenev 
thruil into excess by the bkxJgeorung* 

Lhe Keru.nlyn Yet repeated investigations, 
tntemal and exiemal. nave shown that CIA 
operatives nad plenty of initiative o t uietr 
awn The v started planning the Ca»tn> ts- 
•Mjulnaticn and appmx.-fwd die MoJU b*- 
fore they even Informed Mr. Dulles, not to 
mention anyone higher srut as we save 
•een. they never informed Mr McCone 
they were continuing the won. 

As eariy as l*M. David Bruce and Rob- 
ert Lovett reported to tne President s 
Board of Coruuitanu on Foreign Intelli- 
gence AT.IvfUtea. No >ne. jther u.an Close 
in the ClA immediately concerned with 
their day to day operation, has any de- 
tailed knowledge of wtiat is going on.” The 
Board itself lhe next year described the 
CIA i covert action branch os ‘operating 
for the mat part on an autonomous and 
fre«-whe«t}ng basis In tne last moo in of 
tne Elsernower admin Litre bon. it exiled 
for s total reassessment of our coven ac 
lion policies The CLA was a rogue ele- 
phant from way buck I air. sorrv to see 
you fail (or Its latest disinformation cam 
paign 

Flagrant One-Sidr»dne** 

The flagrant oi.e-#;dedres* of your ihow 
ts difficult to jmirrsfand. In your two 
hours you screened ts interview*, of which 
U were self- serving talks with former ClA 
people and Lheir Cuban spooits-nearly all 


presented as if these -v-re hnnorabl, wn. 
nesses whose word was gospel 'The other 
uvee a-ere Castro aomoza and ienau ? r 
Morgan I am astonished Lhat in 'ne ihur* 
♦ esta of histcr.cr.. response ;2ty you did not 
and tins to jiterview others kru-l-dge- 
able about Lhose events and gV/e the snow 
at .east a p-etense of balance- WUU am 
Atrarood. fer example, or Richard Goodwin 
or General Lonsdale or Me George Bundy 
or Theodore Sorensen. 

Long ego EuworC R Murrcw had a fa- 
mous documentary report or. Joe McCar- 
thy It was brilliantly done, but It deeply 
wrrrled the late Cdbe-t Seines wnc re- 
mains uy this day Lhe most thoughtful com- 
mentator television has ever had. Mr 
Settles detested Senator McCarthy os much 
as Mr M-j-row did. but he saw dangers in 
doing wnat Mr M’urrow had done- ern blov- 
ing the resources of telev-jion to crea'e 
an Integra led onesided picture of Mc- 
Carthy ‘ Edward R. Murrow « Se* It 
Now” series. Mr Seldes said, had up to 
that point given its audience confidence 
that each show will have a specific grav- 
ity that It will be important, and. above 
, all. that it will be what it claims io be - 
an objective report See It Now had 
rightly earned pubUc trust because It re- 
sembled the summlng-’jp of a juuge who 
marshals the evidence but Iocs net preju- 
dice the Jury ” The McCarthy report. Mr 
Seldes felt, abused that trust ‘Except in 
tfu* suogle instance ' Mr Seide* said, the 
M'imw ser**3 never was Lie summing-up 
of a hanging jud g<* ' 

You. like Ed Murrow, have rightly 
earned »r*.e Uhist of your eudler.ro This 
shabby , tendentious polem;: isuses that 
trust It was the summing-up of a hang-rig 
judge, i hope that in Lhe end People will be 
able to say of you. ea Gilbert Seldea said of 
Efiward 9. Murrow ‘exucpi in this singte 
Instance ' 

Best regards. 

AjrrHv* acHuaiKcoi Ja. 

Sir. 5t\Ust*\grr u Alb*r* Sceireifzer 
P’O/essor of (hr fftimantfiei if fA<- Ci/y 
C’niuersi/y of New York vi-io/irr of Ru.'ifrer 
Pncre m kvsfory a nd ’uop^aphy an*l a 
memfeer of t\f Journal's of 

Cmifntniiorj 


